Chugach Coolers

Chute Skiing in the Chugach Front

by Joe Stock
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Surviving Coolers in the
Chugach Front

+ Bears—Step between mama bear and baby
bear ora grizzlysand-its food and your day will be
ruined. Carry pepper mace and make noise every
3@ seconds {whistle, clap or yell) when in bushes
orcresting a ridge.

»:Moose—Bumb and three times bigger than.a
grizzly. Keep making noise.

« Weather—Thunderstorms are rare, but always
carry 3 rain shell for: showers

+ Loose Rocks—The Chugach Front is famous for
partablje handhelds. Slow down when scrambling
through rocks; theyre all loose and sharp.

« Water—Macho Alaskans drink straight from
Chugach Front streams and lakes. Whether you
use iadine or drink straight, you'll have no problem
finding refill water,

«/Gear—Bring whippets, a helmet, and runhing
shoes for the'approach.
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Evening Chutes near Anchorage

ch Front skiing is best

Logistics: Chug
when snow is solidified. Pur HJSL a Chuga
Park map from Alaska Mountaineering and H|k|m)
at 2633 Spenard Road in Anchorage. To pull o 1
these chutes in an evening, you'll
mountain bike.

Ptarmigan Peak, S Cooler: The Anchorage classic.
From the Glenn Alps trailhead, cycle three miles
along the powerline before slogging to Ptarmigan
Pass and up the South Face to the'saddle between
the summits. Four to six hours round trip. Be
carefull This run isn't over 40 degrees, but falls here
have mangled and killed ' many.

Avalanche Mountain, Thin White Line: The best
summer line-in the Chugach Front. Cycle five miles
back to Gray Lake, below Ptarmigan Peak. Stash
your bike.and hike up to Powerline Pass, then on
past the false summits of Avalanche Mountain to 2
notch 200 feet before the true summit. Thin White
Line drops 2,500 feet:down to Ship Lake. Y\)u ]
climb back over the pass be
Avalanche Mountain to retrieve y
hours round trip.

The Wedge, The Wedgy: Short
three miles back along t ne and s
your bike at the Hidden Lake junction, Hike up to

Ship Lake Pass, scoping The Wedgy along the way,
and continue on to the summit. Three to four hours

p-

round

Falls Creek Coolers: Three killer coolers in one
beautiful basin. Drive or hitch from Carrs Huffman
to milepost 106 on the Seward Highway {20 minutes
from Anchorage): Hike totreeline on the Fails Creek
Trail. To your right, you'll see two snow: threads




